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NEWSLETTER # 37 ** APRIL 2010 

 
PRESIDENTS REPORT ï April 2010 
 
ANZAC Day is less than a week away and this year falls on a Sunday 25th April.  All our preparations are in 
place and we anticipate a good roll up of our members and guests.  Details can be found elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. 
 
I have just returned from a two night stay at Kota Kinabalu (KK), Malaysia and can recommend the trip as 
good value for money and ideal for a visa run for those of our members holding visas here in the 
Philippines, and who need to leave the Philippines and re-enter every twelve or eighteen months, or just for 
a holiday break.  The flight was out of Clark per A340 Airbus (Air Asia) and return, and the two night stay 
was at Promenade Hotel at KK (5 star) and included a huge buffet style breakfast The cost to me for the 
flights and stay, booked on line a month before I left, was AUD$212.00. KK is a very clean and hospitable 
place and there are plenty of good eating places outside the hotel at reasonable cost.  I went with Noel 
Roach and Lindsay Drury and if you are planning such a trip, have a yarn with us for more detail eg 
departure taxes, Exit Clearance Certificate, airport transfer costs, currency exchange etc. 
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Our membership now exceeds 450 members and your Committee is still working at raising funds to 
acquire our own premises for welfare and pension services, storage, display of memorabilia and a meeting 
place.  Sadly our fund raising drive to all Sub Branches within Australia for acquiring premises was 
disappointing and we raised barely enough to cover costs of printing and postage.  It is ironic that at a time 
when so many Sub Branches within Australia are closing for lack of support, our Sub Branch is booming.  I 
will report further when our planning is in place. 
 
I must mention those business houses within Angeles City who are raising funds to support our Childrenôs 
Medical Missions.  Dallas our secretary has noted elsewhere in the Newsletter details of these 
contributions and I must on behalf of the Sub Branch express my thanks to those businesses.  The 
International Sports and Gaming Bar, Eruptions, Emotions/Touch of Class, Stampede/Cherries, Dr. Holms, 
Shooterz, Peanuts and Bob Campbell of Campbellôs Resort at Puerto Galera as regular and substantial 
donors and to all other businesses who give us discounts and donate raffle prizes to us.  I refer you to our 
web page where we have listed all those donors to us. 
I hope to see as many of you as possible on ANZAC Day. 
 
JAMES E CURTIS-SMITH 
President 

 

 

We welcome the following new members:  Jon Stevens (NSW) * Barry Norris (La Union) * Christopher Anderson 

(La Union) * Kevin Goode (A/C) * Kim Fairleigh (NSW) * Michael Casey (A/C) * Allen Cairns (Northern Territory) 

* Shaun Cairns (NT) * Stuart Lakin (A/C? *  

 

Welcome Back to:  Paul Rosenzweig, Life Subscriber (ACT) *  

Location codes:   ACT * NSW * Northern Territory (NT) = Australia * La Union = Philippines *  

 

RSL MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

 

For those members waiting for the flash new membership cards, the wait is just about over. ACT 

Branch HQ advise that a new data base caused some delays and the card supplier actually does the 

mailing for the branch. Any member with an Australian address will have their card delivered to that 

address. The supplier had a glitch in their system which resulted in new cards being sent to our 

secretary. He then had to re-address them. But hang in, all new systems need a settling in period. The 

current aim is to have all cards correctly addressed and delivered by the end of April.   Ed 

 

Latest advice. Secretary Dallas advises that he has hundreds of new cards at the front desk of the 

Ponderosa Hotel.  If you are local and your card has not been received, check out Dallas. It is 

probably waiting for you at the front desk.   Ed 
 

Another service provided by your Sub Branch 

We will now have COMPUTER TRAINING Sessions. Every 3rd Tuesday at Ponderosa RSL Club Room 
10..00 a.m. to midday. 
Internet wireless is connected. So you can use your own Laptop  
Want to learn how to use email ?  How to Copy and Paste ? 
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How to downsize Digital pictures for emailing ?? 
Whatever your concern GERALD Slide will be there to guide you ?? Next Session will be April 20th !!! 
This service is provided FREE to members (Sub Branch is paying Gerald)  
 

  25 April 2010 

 

A TIMELY REMINDER 
Angeles City RSL Sub Branch will be conducting their annual ANZAC Day commemorative 

service at the Clark cemetery, commencing precisely at 0700 hours (7:00 am) with after service 

activities being conducted at The Swagman Narra Resort in Diamond Subdivision at 0800 hrs. 

 

For those in the northern regions around La Union, VFW Post 9892 will be conducting an ANZAC 

Day commemorative service at precisely 1100hrs (11:00am) at the Coconut Grove Beach Resort 

Paringao La Union.  

 
 

Editorial . For those members of our Sub Branch who domicile in other countries and are new to the 

Returned & Services League of Australia, and our military traditions and commemorations. 

Following is an extract of what ANZAC is, and what ANZAC Day is all about. This commentary is 

from the Australian War Memorial website and I publish it under the copyright provisions of the 

Australian War Memorial. I thank them for this article. (see www.awm.gov.au  )    Ed 

What is ANZAC Day?  

ANZAC Day ï 25 April ï is probably Australia's most important national occasion. It marks the anniversary of the 

first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War.  

What does ANZAC stand for?  

ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. The soldiers in those forces quickly became known as 

ANZACs, and the pride they took in that name endures to this day.  

Why is this day special to Australians?  

When war broke out in 1914, Australia had been a federal commonwealth for only 13 years. The new national 

government was eager to establish its reputation among the nations of the world. In 1915 Australian and New Zealand 

soldiers formed part of the allied expedition that set out to capture the Gallipoli peninsula in order to open the 

http://www.awm.gov.au/
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/anzac/acronym/index.asp
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Dardanelles to the allied navies. The ultimate objective was to capture Constantinople (now Istanbul in Turkey), the 

capital of the Ottoman Empire, an ally of Germany.  

The Australian and New Zealand forces landed on Gallipoli on 25 April, meeting fierce resistance from the Ottoman 

Turkish defenders. What had been planned as a bold stroke to knock Turkey out of the war quickly became a 

stalemate, and the campaign dragged on for eight months. At the end of 1915 the allied forces were evacuated, after 

both sides had suffered heavy casualties and endured great hardships. Over 8,000 Australian soldiers had been killed. 

News of the landing on Gallipoli had made a profound impact on Australians at home, and 25 April soon became the 

day on which Australians remembered the sacrifice of those who had died in the war.  

Although the Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, the Australian and New Zealand actions during the 

campaign left us all a powerful legacy. The creation of what became known as the ñANZAC legendò became an 

important part of the identity of both nations, shaping the ways they viewed both their past and their future.  

Early commemorations  

The 25th of April was officially named ANZAC Day in 1916. It was marked by a wide variety of ceremonies and 

services in Australia, a march through London, and a sports day in the Australian camp in Egypt. In London over 

2,000 Australian and New Zealand troops marched through the streets. A London newspaper headline dubbed them 

ñthe knights of Gallipoliò. Marches were held all over Australia; in the Sydney march, convoys of cars carried 

wounded soldiers from Gallipoli attended by nurses. For the remaining years of the war, ANZAC Day was used as an 

occasion for patriotic rallies and recruiting campaigns, and parades of serving members of the AIF were held in most 

cities.  

During the 1920s ANZAC Day became established as a national day of commemoration for the 60,000 Australians 

who had died during the war. In 1927, for the first time every state observed some form of public holiday on ANZAC 

Day. By the mid-1930s, all the rituals we now associate with the day ï dawn vigils, marches, memorial services, 

reunions, two-up games ï were firmly established as part of ANZAC Day culture. 

With the coming of the Second World War, ANZAC Day also served to commemorate the lives of Australians who 

died in that war. In subsequent years the meaning of the day has been further broadened to include Australians killed 

in all the military operations in which Australia has been involved. 

ANZAC Day was first commemorated at the Memorial in 1942. There were government orders prohibiting large 

public gatherings in case of a Japanese air attack, so it was a small occasion, with neither a march nor a memorial 

service. Since then, ANZAC Day has been commemorated at the Memorial every year. 

What does it mean today?  

Australians recognise 25 April as an occasion of national remembrance, which takes two forms. Commemorative 

services are held at dawn ï the time of the original landing ï across the nation. Later in the day, ex-servicemen and 

women meet to take part in marches through the major cities and in many smaller centres. Commemorative 

ceremonies are more formal and are held at war memorials around the country. In these ways, ANZAC Day is a time 

when Australians reflect on the many different meanings of war. 

The Dawn Service  

The Dawn Service observed on ANZAC Day has its origins in a military routine which is still followed by the 

Australian Army today. During battle, the half-light of dawn was one of the most favoured times for an attack. 

Soldiers in defensive positions were woken in the dark before dawn, so by the time first light crept across the 
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battlefield they were awake, alert, and manning their weapons; this is still known as the ñstand-toò. As dusk is 

equally favourable for attacks, the stand-to was repeated at sunset. 

After the First World War, returned soldiers sought the comradeship they had felt in those quiet, peaceful moments 

before dawn. A dawn stand-to, with its symbolic links to the dawn landing at Gallipoli, became a common form of 

ANZAC Day remembrance during the 1920s. The first official dawn service was held at the Sydney Cenotaph in 

1927. 

Today dawn services include the presence of a chaplain, but not the presence of dignitaries such as the governor 

general. They were originally very simple and followed the military routine. In many cases, attendance at the dawn 

service was restricted to veterans, while the daytime ceremony was for families and other well-wishers. Before dawn, 

the gathered veterans would be ordered to ñstand toò and two minutesô silence would follow. At the end of this time a 

lone bugler would play the Last Post and then conclude the service with Reveille, the buglerôs call to wake up.  

In more recent times families and young people have been encouraged to take part in dawn services, and services in 

Australian capital cities have seen some of the largest turnouts ever. Reflecting this change, those services have 

become more elaborate, incorporating hymns, readings, pipers, and rifle volleys. Other services, though, have retained 

the simple format of the dawn stand-to, familiar to so many soldiers.  

The ANZAC Day Ceremony  

At the Australian War Memorial, the ceremony takes place at 10.15 am in the presence of people such as the prime 

minister and the governor general. Each year the ceremony follows a pattern that is familiar to generations of 

Australians. A typical ANZAC Day ceremony may include the following features: an introduction, hymn, prayer, an 

address, laying of wreaths, a recitation, the Last Post, a period of silence, either the Rouse or the Reveille, and the 

national anthem. After the Memorialôs ceremony, families often place red poppies beside the names of relatives on the 

Memorialôs Roll of Honour, as they also do after Remembrance Day services. 

 
April heralds the start of preparations for the commemoration of ANZAC Day on the 25

th
.  Our 

Sub Branch will be doing its share of commemorating ANZAC Day 

 

However there is another Australian Military day of commemoration in April, and that is on the day 

prior, the 24
th
, which is known as KAPYONG Day. The battle of Kapyong was a very decisive 

battle, which was mainly fought by soldiers from the Third Battalion Royal Australian Regiment 

(3RAR) which had a big bearing on the final outcome of the Korean War. 

 

Unfortunately, the Korean War is overshadowed by other conflicts (example, ANZAC Day is the 

very next day) that it very much is regarded as the óforgotten warô. But not for the men of the 

Australian fighting forces who did the hard yards in that war. 

 

One of those men I would like to write about in this newsletter, who was not at Kapyong, but in 

another Battalion in Korea, a man who knew how to command and look after his men, who, without 

the benefit of one lung, was always at the front leading his men and was a fabled commander, a man 

known by other nicknames but his real name is Colin Nicholas KHAN  D.S.O. 

http://dev-public/commemoration/remembrance/
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Citation to the Distinguished Service Order  

Brigadier Colin Khan DSO graduated as a Lieutenant from the Royal Military College, Duntroon, in December 1951 and was 

allotted to the Royal Australian Infantry. He served in the Korean War as a Platoon Commander with 1
st
 Battalion Royal 

Australian Regiment. Lieutenant Khan's platoon, occupying a forward defensive position, was heavily bombarded by enemy 
mortar and artillery fire during which he, with his leadership qualities and example, kept up the spirits of his men. He also led 
eight fighting patrols during which he displayed outstanding leadership and control. On the night of 10/11 November 1952 
Lieutenant Khan led a fighting patrol during which he was severely wounded in action from penetrating machine gun wounds to 
the chest. His wounds led to the loss of his right lung. For his actions in Korea, Lieutenant Khan was mentioned in despatches. 

He served in a number of training, command and staff postings in the ensuing years including Guard Commander of the 
Australian Coronation Guard at Buckingham Palace in 1953-4, instructor at the School of Infantry, Seymour, instructor at the 
Royal Military College, attendance at the Staff College, Kingston in Canada, Company Commander 2 RAR and Commander of 
Murray Barracks Garrison in Papua New Guinea. In 1968 he was appointed as Commanding Officer 5 RAR and had the 
immediate task of rebuilding the battalion to full strength and training it for active service in South Vietnam. Known to his men as 
"Genghis", he arrived in South Vietnam on 6

th
 February 1969. 

For his outstanding aggressive leadership, his drive, inspiration and enthusiasm, coupled with dedication and meticulous 
planning, Lieutenant Colonel Khan was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. Under his command the "Tiger" Battalion 
became a tenacious combat unit, demonstrating a high degree of flexibility and a capacity for rapid response to constantly 
changing tactical situations. 

His citation continues: 

Lieutenant Colonel Khan's skilful use of intelligence, rapid appreciation of situations, and sound tactical ability has 

resulted in the disruption of many enemy operations, and the destruction of a large number of installations. On one 

occasion the careful planning, co-ordination and execution of his task resulted in the interdiction of an enemy 

military region headquarters causing it to redeploy approximately thirty kilometres, thus seriously affecting the 

enemy's ability to conduct operations. On another occasion his sound leadership and drive resulted in the destruction 

of a district guerrilla organization. In the Hat Dich Secret Zone the battalion has located and destroyed in excess of 

one thousand bunker systems and numerous weapons and food caches. On all operations the battalion has acquitted 
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itself in an exemplary manner.Throughout this period of continuous operations Lieutenant Colonel Khan's spirit of 

aggression, courage under fire and resolute leadership have been an inspiration to his battalion and all who have 

served with him. He has welded his unit into an efficient and viable fighting organization, which reflects great credit 

on himself, his Regiment and the Australian Army. 

Clearly, his citation was written before the Battle of Binh Ba, as it could have added: 

By his aggressive and skilful leadership and coordination of a combined infantry, armoured, artillery and aerial 

force, a large enemy contingent of North Vietnamese regulars with Viet Cong support was defeated in a vicious battle 

lasting over two days. The Battle of Binh Ba ranks as one of the major military victories of the Australian force in 

Vietnam. 

Lieutenant Colonel Khan's command of 5RAR ended in 1970 after which his postings included Military Assistant to the Chief of 
the General Staff, Defence Attaché to Laos (1973-76), Commandant Land Warfare Centre, Canungra, and Deputy Chief of Army 
Reserve and Director of Defence Recruiting. 

In 1986 he retired from the Australian Army with the rank of Brigadier, and then served for ten years with the Australian Federal 
Police as Director of Careers Development and Assessment. From 1996 to 2001 he was a consultant to the NSW Police 
Service. 

I wish to thank the 5 RAR Association for their approval to use the above article on Colin. Without 
that approval, I would not have been able to reproduce it in this newsletter.  Have a look at 5 RAR 
website, go to:   http://www.5rar.asn.au/  

I first knew of Colin Khan when he was the Officer Commanding A Coy 2 RAR, then at Enoggera in 

Queensland, and I was a member of B Coy 2 RAR. Because he had lost a lung in battle in Korea, we used to, not in 

his presence, but affectionately call him the óone lung Afghan camel driverô, but he was known throughout the Royal 

Australian Regiment (RAR) simply as Ghengis. 

He was a hard taskmaster but loved his men, and looked after them like they were his family, to which he regarded 

them. I never served under Ghengis, with the exception of when he was a óred hat full Colonel, and posted as 

Commandant of the famous Land Warfare Centre (LWC) (previously the notorious Jungle Training Centre or JTC) at 

Canungra, Queensland. 

Also at LWC at the time was an old RAR soldier of aboriginal descent by name Thomas Clarke, known throughout 

the RAR as óMassaô. Massa was at Canungra doing his time before reaching retirement age. Massa was a character 

and over the many years of his military career, had been up and down the ranks more times than a prostituteôs 

drawers. At the time, Massa was a Lance Corporal. 

One weekend Massa was on Guard duty, securing the front gate of the Canungra base. On Saturday afternoon, whilst 

between shifts, he went to the canteen and got half sloshed. When he again attended to the front gate, he decided to 

close it and deny anyone entry or exit. For this he was removed and charged with being drunk on duty. 

The following Monday, Ghengis heard that Massa was on a charge so he summoned the major OC  and the company 

sergeant major (CSM) to his office to enquire if what he had heard was correct. When told in the affirmative, he 

ordered that all charges be torn up and that Massa will never do another duty in LWC whilst he was COMDT. 

What they didnôt know was Massa was a private soldier 3 RAR in Korea and one of his soldiers later on. He was still 

looking after his military family. As a Brigadier, Ghengis was on an official visit and happened to be in Canungra on 

ANZAC Day, so he was appointed keynote speaker. By this time Massa was in retirement and was also on parade that 

ANZAC Day in Canungra. Afterwards during refreshments (a nice way of saying óhitting the slops), the both of them 

sat together and reminisced the whole time. Massa had Ghengisô complete attention. 

I later knew Ghengis in Canberra where we both were posted. I believe he and his wife Pat eventually retired there. 

That is the type of bloke Colin (Ghengis) Khan is and I must say I am proud to have known him.   Ed 

*****     *****     *****     *****     * ****     *****  

 

http://www.5rar.asn.au/
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THE PRECEDING article was dedicated to those Australian Military members who fought hard in Korea 

and depicting just one of those soldiers, Colin óGhengisô Khan, for the commemorative day called KAPYONG DAY  

24
th
 April.  Kapyong Day encompasses all Korean Veterans. 

 

 
 

ANZAC Day commemorates the disastrous landing at ANZAC Cove in Gallipoli, where Australian troops 

received their baptism of fire as a nation fighting for a common good. Every year we commemorate those feats on the 

25
th

 of April . At those commemorative services, the story of Gallipoli is retold. However there is a story that I 

remember being told when I was a child, and since then the story has lost prominence. Below I give you the story of: 

Simpson and His Donkey  

A Humane Soldier  

It is very fitting that one of the most celebrated Diggers in Australian folklore was 

no Rambo who shot everything than moved. To the contrary, he was a humanist by 

the name of John Simpson who disregarded orders, and his own safety, in his 

single-minded determination to save others. 

John Simpson Kirkpatrick. Photo courtesy of the AWM Ÿ 

Born in England in 1892, Simpson's humanist tendencies were first put on show at 

age of 13. When he saw two drowning children in the River Tyne, he dived in and 

saved them. He loved animals. He worked with horses and donkeys, kept rabbits 

and pigeons, and was often seen with a dog following him around.  

He had a strong sense of responsibility to others. After his father died in 1909, he 

assumed the role of bread winner for his mother and sister. In 1910 he joined the 

crew of the SS Yeddo as a stoker and sailed for Newcastle, Australia. Without fail, he continually sent money home 

to his mother - irrespective of how much he needed it himself.  

Although he was loyal to his family, in his work life he never showed a temperament which would have suited him to 

army discipline. When the Yeddo arrived in Newcastle, he deserted. For the next few years he worked a series of jobs 

such as cane cutting, cattle droving, and coal mining. He then joined the crew of the SS Yankalilla. The job took him 

to Fremantle where Simpson again deserted. Just 3 weeks after the outbreak of World War 1, Simpson enlisted.  

There was nothing patriotic in his motivations. He had heard that the Australian forces were destined to do their basic 

training in England and by joining he believed that he could get a free passage home. Unfortunately for Simpson's 

plans, the army was diverted to Egypt. In Egypt, Simpson was allotted to the Field Ambulance as a stretcher bearer. 

Eight months later he landed at ANZAC Cove, Gallipoli. Of the 1500 men who landed in the first wave, only 755 

remained in active service at the end of the day. The sheer number of casualties necessitated that stretcher bearing 

parties be reduced in the size from 6 to 2. Simpson then decided that he could operate better by acting alone. He spied 

a deserted donkey in the wild overgrown gullies and decided to use it to help carry a wounded man to the beach. From 

that time on, he and his donkey acted as an independent team. Instead of reporting to his unit, Simpson camped with 
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the 21st Kohat Indian Mountain Artillery Battery - which had many mules and nicknamed Simpson "Bahadur" - the 

"bravest of the brave". 

The refusal to report to his own field ambulance post 

was a direct affront to his Commanding Officer's ego, 

not to mention considerations of military tradition, 

etiquette and discipline. For the first 4 days he was 

technically a deserter until his CO, seeing the value of 

his work, agreed to turn a blind eye to rules and 

approved his actions. 

Ŷ Simpson and his donkey at work at ANZAC Cove 

Simpson would start his day as early as 6.30 a.m. and 

often continue until as late as 3.00 a.m. He made the 

one and a half mile trip, through sniper fire and 

shrapnel, 12-15 times a day. He would leave his donkey 

under cover while he went forward to collect the 

injured. On the return journey he would bring water for the wounded. He never hesitated or stopped even under the 

most furious shrapnel fire and was frequently warned of the dangers ahead but invariably replied "my troubles".  

For almost 24 days Simpson operated through the impossible conditions. After seeming to gain an aura of someone 

with divine protection, Simpson was killed. He was subsequently recommended for the Victoria Cross, twice, and the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal. The commander of the 4th Brigade, Colonel Monash, said: 

"Private Simpson and his little beast earned the admiration of everyone at the upper end of the valley. They 

worked all day and night throughout the whole period since the landing, and the help rendered to the wounded 

was invaluable. Simpson knew no fear and moved unconcernedly amid shrapnel and rifle fire, steadily 

carrying out his self-imposed task day by day, and he frequently earned the applause of the personnel for his 

many fearless rescues of wounded men from areas subject to rifle and shrapnel fire." 

Padre George Green, who led Simpson's burial service, later said : 

"If ever there was a man deserving the Victoria Cross it was Simpson. I often remember now the scene I saw 

frequently in shrapnel Gully, of that cheerful soul calmly walking down the gully with a Red Cross armlet tied 

round the donkey's head. That gully was under direct fire from the enemy almost all the time."  

Sgt. Hookway, his Section Sergeant, said of him: 

" a big man and very muscular, though aged only 22 and was selected at once as a stretcher bearer... he was too 

human to be a parade ground soldier, and strongly disliked discipline; though not lazy he shirked the drudgery 

of óforming foursô, and other irksome military tasks."  

Although Simpson had the respect of all those who knew him, his larrikin ways did not endear him to the authorities 

thus all nominations for posthumous decoration were declined. The lack of posthumous decoration probably bothered 

Simpson's admirers far more than it would have ever bothered Simpson. He just didn't have the character that sought 

recognition, decoration or awards.   
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A bronze statue of John Simpson and his donkey is located at 

the West Forecourt to the Shrine of Remembrance in 

Melbourne, Australia.  Ÿ 

Despite the lack of military decoration, the wider community 

elevated him to iconic status. He was seen to embody the 

ANZAC spirit of abandonment of everything except that which is 

important. In 1965, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

ANZAC landings, Australian stamps where issued depicting 

Simpson, his donkey and a wounded soldier. In 1967, the 

Australian Government released the ANZAC Commemorative 

Medallion. It depicted Simpson and his donkey. In 1995, the 

Australian five dollar commemorative coin was released. Again, 

it depicted Simpson, his donkey and a wounded soldier. In 1996, 

the Australian 100 dollar bill was released. It had Simpson and 

his donkey in the background.  

While the stamps, the medals, and the currency have all helped 

immortalise his name, perhaps the commemoration that most 

befitted his character was a simple stone that replaced the cross over his grave in Gallipoli. It read: 

JOHN SIMPSON KIRKPATRICK SERVED AS  

202 PRIVATE 

J SIMPSON, 

AUST. ARMY MEDICAL CORPS,  

19TH MAY 1915         AGE 22  

HE GAVE HIS LIFE  

THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE.  

*****     *****     *****     *****     ******  

MEDIA RELEASES FROM MINISTER FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERAN PENSION RATES TO INCREASE 

  

      Minister for Veteransô Affairs Alan Griffin said more than 356,000 veterans, war widows and widowers and their 

dependents will be receiving increases in their pensions and other income support payments from today, through 

indexation. 

      Mr Griffin  said the Governmentôs pension increases in September 

and fairer indexation system is delivering a well-deserved boost to those 

in the veteran community who are reliant on income support pensions. 

     ñTodayôs increase sees single service pensioners receive an extra 

$29.20 a fortnight. This, combined with the Government's pension 

increases in September, has increased their pensions by around $100 per 

fortnight, bringing their pension to $701.10.  

     ñCouples on the service pension now receive an extra $44 a fortnight, 

bringing their combined pension to $1057.  

     ñTotally  and Permanently Incapacitated (TPI) pensioners receive an 

extra $47.20 and will now receive $1069.30 a fortnight. 
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     ñSingle TPI pensioners who also receive maximum rate income support pensions will receive $1770.40 a 

fortnight or $2126.30 for a couple a fortnight. This is an increase of $76.40 for singles and $91.20 for a couple. 

     The new pension rates are effective from today, paid from pension payday on 25 March 2010.  

     Pensions are indexed on 20 March and 20 September each year. 

     Pensions are indexed twice a year to the highest of three measures: the consumer price index (CPI), the pensioner 

living cost index, and growth in male total average weekly earnings (MTAWE).  The Government's Pension Reforms 

increased the effective benchmark for singles from 25 per cent to 27.7 per cent of MTAWE.  

     The pension increases have been driven by an effective 4.6 per cent increase in the male total average weekly 

earnings while the cost of living has only risen by 1.5 per cent. 

Deeming rate changes 

     As the economy recovers from the global economic crisis, rates of return on investments are also beginning to 

increase. As a result, the deeming rates, which are used to assess income from a range of financial investments held 

by pensioners and other income support recipients, will also increase on 20 March from the record low levels during 

the global economic crisis. The lower deeming rate will increase from two per cent to three per cent for financial 

investments up to $42,000 for single pensioners or $70,000 for a couple.  

     The deeming rate will increase from three per cent to four and a half per cent for balances over these amounts. 

 
New rates  

Service pension Old rate  Rate as of 20 March Increase 

Single person $671.90 $701.10 $29.20 

Couples (each) $506.50 $528.50 $22.00 

Couples (combined) $1013.00 $1057.00 $44.00 

War widowôs pension $679.00 $709.60 $30.60 

Income support supplement $202.50 $211.90 $9.40 

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated (Special Rate 
Pensioners) 

$1022.10 $1069.30 $47.20 

Intermediate rate disability pension $693.50 $725.50 $32.00 

Extreme Disablement Adjustment (EDA) $564.10 $590.20 $26.10 

100 per cent disability pension $363.10 $379.90 $16.80 

10 per cent disability pension $36.31 $37.99 $1.68 

Wholly dependent partners death benefit (weekly) $307.90 $322.10 $14.20 

 
 

WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR ANZACS 

Australian visitors to Gallipoli will benefit from two initiatives launched today by the Minister for Veteransô Affairs, Alan 
Griffin, at the Australian War Memorial. 

A new walking guide to the peninsula, The Anzac Walk ï Gallipoli in a day, has been produced in time for Anzac Day 
and a new visitor registration service is being trialled this year to help travellers attending Anzac Day services at 
Gallipoli. 

ñGallipoli marks a defining moment in our nationôs history,ò Mr Griffin said. 

ñTo be at Gallipoli, on Anzac Day or at any time, is opportunity to get a glimpse into that moment, especially as we 
near the 95th anniversary of the landing. 

ñMany Australians visit Gallipoli each year to pay tribute to the soldiers who forged the Anzac legend and the 
Australian Government is pleased to offer resources to ensure they get the most of out of their visit.  We would like 
them to come prepared,ò he said. 
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ñIn the past we have seen some Australian travellers arrive at Gallipoli wearing just thongs on their feet and a light 
jumper to keep warm. The weather at Gallipoli can be extreme ï below zero and often windy overnight, hot during 
the day and there is always a chance of rain. 

ñI encourage travellers planning to attend Anzac Day services at Gallipoli to register and receive important updates in 
the lead-up to Anzac Day, helpful information on what to bring with them and what to expect at Gallipoli.   

Registration is via the Department of Veteransô Affairs website, www.dva.gov.au/anzac   

Mr Griffin said Australians travelling to Gallipoli at any time of the year should pack or download a copy of The Anzac 
Walk ï Gallipoli in a day.  

ñStarting at North Beach the guide takes you on foot to key sites including Anzac Cove, Lone Pine, the Nek, 
Johnstonôs Jolly and Shrapnel Valley,ò said Mr Griffin. 

ñThe guide gives first-hand accounts of what it was like for an Australian soldier at that particular stop on the Gallipoli 
battlefield. To understand our history, particularly those dark parts where pain and loss prevailed, is to understand 
the incredible resilience of our Anzacs.ò 

Mr Griffin also launched the 2010 Anzac Day poster today, featuring images of the Anzacs arriving at Gallipoli in 
1915 and of Anzac Cove today. 

ñThis year marks 95 years since the Anzac legend was forged on the shores of the Gallipoli peninsula.  To help 
commemorate this anniversary my Department has produced an Anzac Day commemorative poster focused on 
Gallipoli and the legacy of the Anzacs. These will be mailed nationally to schools,    ex-service and community 
organisations in the coming weeks,ò he said. 

* Copies of The Anzac Walk are available from the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, and Shrine of 
Remembrance, Melbourne. Audio and text excerpts of the guide, in English and Turkish, can be downloaded from 
www.anzacsite.gov.au 

 

DVA Factsheet HSV66 

Health entitlement 

Health services for veterans with cancer  
 

Overview 

This Factsheet describes the health care services available to eligible veterans with cancer (malignant neoplasia) who 

have been issued a White Card by the Department of Veteransô Affairs (DVA) for treatment purposes. It provides 

information relating to: 
1. who is eligible; 

2. accessing cancer treatment under the DVA Gold and White Card; and 

3. how to notify DVA that you have cancer. 
 

Who is eligible? 

All Australian veterans are eligible for treatment for malignant cancer at the DVA expense where a request has been 

lodged and accepted by DVA for treatment of this condition. 

 

This includes veterans who are eligible to receive treatment under the Veteransô Entitlement Act 1986 (VEA), the 

Australian Participants in British Nuclear (Treatment) Act 2006 (APTA),  and former members of the ADF and 

current part-time reservists who have warlike or non-warlike service under the Military Rehabilitation and 

Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA) on or after 1 July 2004. 

 

If you already hold a Repatriation Health Card ï For All Conditions (Gold Card) you may obtain health care for your 

cancer at DVAôs expense. 

http://www.dva.gov.au/anzac
http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/
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If you already hold a Repatriation Health Card ï For Specific Conditions (White Card) and DVA accepts your 

claim for treatment of cancer, you may obtain health care for your cancer at DVAôs expense in the same way that you 

obtain treatment for other accepted disabilities. 

  

If you are not a Gold or White Card holder you can lodge a claim for treatment of malignant cancer with DVA. You 

will need to provide a diagnosis of your condition from a fully qualified medical practitioner.  Once your claim for 

treatment is accepted by DVA you will receive a White Card that will enable you to obtain health care at DVAôs 

expense for treatment of your cancer only. 

 

How is DVA notified that I have cancer? 

DVA is notified when you or your doctor advise DVA in writing of your condition.  Your doctor will need to provide 

a confirmed diagnosis or the histology report indicating malignancy.  Alternatively, form TL219.2 Application for 

Health Care in Respect of Cancer (Malignant Neoplasm) is completed by you and your doctor and forwarded to 

DVA. 

 

When do I use my White Card? 

When receiving treatment or other services for cancer, you should present your White Card to the provider of the 

service.  

 

What health care services can I access? 
Your White Card allows you access to any health care and associated services required for the treatment of your cancer. 

 

More detailed information on these services is available through other Factsheets. 

 

Generally the only medical services available are those listed on the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS), but 

exceptions can be made in special circumstances. 

 

Do I need to pay for treatment? 

No.  Your health care provider will bill DVA directly for any treatment provided to you.  This represents the full fee 

for the service provided. 

 

If you are billed by your health care provider do not pay the account and contact DVA immediately. 

 

You may be required to make a contribution towards the cost for pharmaceutical items, nursing home care and some 

dental services.  There may be an extra fee, called the gap fee, charged for higher cost brands of some pharmaceutical 

items. 

 

Other Factsheets related to this topic include: 

 

About Veteransô Home Care:  HCS01 

Repatriation Health Card ï For Specific Conditions (White) ï For Australian Participants in the British Nuclear Test 

Program ï Testing and Treatment for Malignant Cancers :HS01 

 

 

Chiropractic Services: HSV13 

Community Nursing Services:  

HSV16 

Dental Services:  HSV17 

Diabetes Educators:  HSV29 

Dietetic Services:  HSV21 

Hearing Services:  HSV22 

Visit Website 

http://www.thesoutherncrosshotelmanila.com/
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Hospital Services:  HSV76 

Local Medical Officer Services:  HSV80 

Medical Expenses Privately Incurred:  HSV64 

Occupational Therapy Services:  HSV23 

Optical Services and Supplies:  HSV18 

Osteopathic Services:  HSV14 

Overview of the Repatriation Transport Scheme:  HSV02 

Oxygen:  HSV24 

Physiotherapy:  HSV19 

Podiatry and Footwear:  HSV20 

Psychology Services:  HSV25 

Receiving Health Services While Overseas:  HSV65 

Veterans - Rehabilitation Appliances Program:  HSV107 

Repatriation Health Card ï For Specific Conditions (White):  

HSV61 

Social Work Services:  HSV26 

Specialist Services:  HSV81 

Speech Pathology Services:  HSV27. 

 

More information 

All DVA Factsheets are available from DVA offices, and on the DVA website at: www.dva.gov.au 

 

Welfare loophole allows disability pensioners to go on 
permanent vacation  

A LOOPHOLE in welfare laws has been allowing hundreds of disability suppor t pensioners to use 

their pensions to travel overseas most of the year and keep second homes in popular South - East 

Asian holiday destinations. The jet -setting lives of 776 disability support pensioners were discovered by a 

joint Centrelink and Department o f Immigration investigation, which found many were taking up to nine 
overseas  trips  a year.  

The study uncovered 154 gold -class frequent 

flyers who spent all but eight weeks a year 

overseas. Of these, 71 spent less than a month 

in Australia and there were eight described as 

fly - in, fly -out pensioners who spent only a week 

a year in Australia.  The loophole allows disability support pensioners to keep claiming the pension, which is now 

more than $700 a fortnight, if they return to Australia once every 13 week s.  

Thailand and the Philippines were the top two locations for welfare recipients living in second homes overseas.  

In both countries, $700 a fortnight is considered a small fortune, much more than the earnings of many working 

full - time, who would consider themselves relatively well off.  

Community Services Minister Jenny Macklin said the Federal Government would close the loophole, which 

allowed the 154 worst offenders to spend most of their time overseas, costing taxpayers $3 million a year.  

Even though onl y Australian residents can lodge a claim for the disability support pension, and those on the DSP 

can only be absent from Australia for up to 13 weeks, there are cases of DSP recipients living permanently 

overseas and flying back to Australia every 13 week s to continue receiving the pension, Ms Macklin said.  
It is not known if those who claimed pensions while living overseas were working while overseas.  

The above article appeared in the Queensland Courier Mail newspaper and caused some angst 

among many vete rans living overseas. However, we feel that they are worrying unnecessarily as 

shown in the answer Secretary Dallas gave to a query from a veteran living overseas. As a Pensions 

Officer, I will have to agree with Dallasô answer.  Ed 

Visit Website 

Visit Website  

http://www.dva.gov.au/
http://www.margarita-station.com/hotels/fiesta.html
http://www.angelescity.info/
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Veterans are not affec ted by this issue as DVA allows us to stay overseas and has just introduced a direct 

payment to the Veterans Offshore account should he wish.  

Centerlink pays the Disability / Pensioners and requires they spend one day in Australia every three months.  

I gue ss that is fair enough as then they know the guy is still alive .It is very hard on guys with back problems to 

do this travel requirement. This requires forces them to be Frequent Flyers.  

Perhaps a report to Embassy every say two months would be better. I support the guys who choose to live 

offshore and have a better lifestyle. I have found they do contribute very well in helping our Children Charity 

program by assisting to distribute Medicines. Most would have worked and paid their taxes and should still h ave 

the Freedom to Choose where are how to live the rest of their lives.  

The mention of them having offshore employment  demonstrates how little the Author knows about Thailand and 

Philippines.  

Maybe some disability pensioners should be rated on the disabil ity being Temporary or permanent. If the later   

and the guy is over 60 he has no chance of future Employment in OZ however the temporary disabled do have 

rehab programs that may put them back into the work force. If permanent then why must he travel back t o OZ.  

 

Below is a response sent by one incensed ex digger to the editor.  No names, no packdrill.  

DEAR EDITOR,  

I am writing in regards to your story PENSION LOOPHOLE PUBLISHED A WEEK AGO IN YOUR PAPER.  

I am not a pensioner on Centrelink payments but I know  a few in the Philippines. Firstly they are not living the 

life of riley, they are not breaking any rules, they are probably people who have worked in Australia all their 

lives, have been hurt at work and find it too hard to live in your beautiful Australi a on what they are getting 

from Ruddland.  

Seeing the money Rudd has wasted on his stupid PIE IN THE SKY SCHEMES I consider chasing a lousy 170 odd 

REAL AUSTRALIANS about where they are happy TO SPEND LEISURE TIME  is PURE malice by some old geezer 

who is ma rried to a old dragon and probably has a twisted prostate that donôt work, is typical of the Australian 

attitude these days under a Labor Government.  

Tell Jenny Maclin (sic) to worry about real problems like BRINGING PROSPECTIVE TERRORISTS into the 

country  not only by boats but by RUDDS LOOSE IMMIGRATION AND WELCOME POLICIES.  

Leave good people with a bit of go left in them ALONE.  

*****     ******     *****     *****  

 

 

VC CORNER 

Reginald Rattey VC  

NX 102964 Corporal Reginald Roy RATTEY 

25th Australian Infan try Battalion AIF 

22nd March 1945, at Bougainville 

In the South West Pacific, on 22nd March 1945 a company of an Australian Infantry 

Battalion was ordered to capture a strongly held enemy position astride Buin Road, 

South Bougainville. The attack was met by extremely heavy fire and all forward 

movement was stopped with casualties mounting. Corporal Rattey quickly 

appreciated the serious situation delaying the advance could only be averted by 

silencing enemy fire from automatic weapons in bunkers, which domi nated all the 

lines of approach. He determined that a bold push by himself alone would surprise 

the enemy and offered the best chance of success. With amazing courage he rushed 

forward firing his Bren gun and hurling grenades. This completely neutralised e nemy 

fire. Corporal Rattey, now without grenades, raced back to his section under 

extremely heavy fire and obtained two grenades with which he again rushed the 

remaining bunkers, effectively silencing all opposition and enabling his company to 
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continue its advance. 

A little later the advance of his company was again held up by a heavy machine gun firing across the front. Without hesitatio n Corporal Rattey 

rushed the gun and silenced it. The company again continued its advance and gained its objective, which was consolidated. The serious 

situation was turned into a brilliant success, entirely by the courage, cool planning and stern determination of Corporal Rat tey. His bravery was 

an incentive to the entire company, who fought with inspiration derived from th e gallantry of Corporal Rattey, despite the stubborn opposition 

to which they were subjected.  

[London Gazette: 26th July 1945]   

Corporal RATTEY was born at Barmedman, New South Wales on 28th March 1918. He died on 10 January 1986 and was buried in the W est 

Wyalong Lawn Cemetery, New South Wales.  

 

   
 

www.beyondtheblackstump.com 

 

 

CHUCKLE TIME 
     

A blonde decides to try horseback riding, even 

though she has had no lessons or prior experience.  

 

She mounts the horse, unassisted, and the horse 

immediately  springs into action.. as it gallops along 

at its steady and rhythmic pace, the blonde begins to 

slip from the saddle.  

 

In terror, she grabs for the horse's mane, but cannot 

seem to get a firm grip. She tries to throw her arms 

around the horse's neck, but despite her best efforts, 

slides down the horse's flanks.  

 

The horse continues to gallop along, seemingly 

oblivious to its slipping rider. Finally, giving up her 

frail grip, the blonde attempts to leap away from the 

horse and throw herself to safety.  

 

Unfo rtunately, her foot has become entangled in the 

stirrup.  

 

She is now at the mercy of the horse's pounding 

hooves as her head is struck against the ground time 

and time again.  

 

As her head is battered against the ground, she is 

mere moments away from uncons ciousness when to her great fortune, Frank, the Woolworth's 

supermarket trolley boy, sees her dilemma and unplugs the horse.  

PS. My apologies to any blonde reading this newsletter.  It is too funny to change anything.  Ed  
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 And finally, being ANZAC Day month, here is a poem which gets fairly close to the bone. 

New Generation Veterans 

 

We honour our old veterans, we honour them with pride, 

And read of all the horrors they have carried deep inside, 

We know they served in Asia or New Guinea's highland rains, 

Vietnam or in Africa where many men were slain. 

 

                                                                                        

We know that fateful landing on Gallipoli's dark shore, 

Wherever Aussies fought, we know there are so many more, 

But now a new young generation needs our help as well, 

They too have been to war and suffer with their private hell. 

 

Though losses are not classed as great, their fears are just the same, 

Those electronic hidden bombs, still injure, kill or maim, 

They fight against an enemy they find so hard to see, 

Who mingle in the market place, then cause much tragedy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Insurgents in Afghanistan hide in the rough terrain,                                                         

Or roaming in Iraq, where, wearing robes they look the same, 

The suicide stealth bombers, don't care who they hurt or kill, 

Then, with their own beliefs, they try to break our forces will. 

 

Our fighting Aussie spirit shows on any foreign land, 

They're in the skies, they're on the sea, or on the desert sand, 

Now many are returning with the horrors they still see, 

And living with their nightmares, suffering bureaucracy. 

 

 

 

I know on ANZAC Day, we all remember with a tear, 

But ALL vets, young or old, they need our help throughout the year, 

Support and listen to their stories, when they do get told, 

Let's honour our NEW veterans, just like we do our old. 

 

The above poem was sent to me by email, but the name of the person who penned it, is not known.   Ed 

 
 

SPONSOR SPECIAL MENTION 

 

Following is a list of some of our sponsors that deserve a special mention for their support to our Sub Branch. They 

hold raffles and other events to raise funds for our charity funds. In no particular order: 
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Eruption Charity Donation   P14,170.00 (March only ) This was on the ir own initiative, consisting 20% from 

Bell Rings and 30 Peso from each basket of Balls and 20% from their Shirt Sales goes to RSL Children Charity.  

This is in addition to the combined group of six establishments giving us funds from the trice weekly funct ions 

done by Eruption, Dr.Holms, Cherrys Stampede, Emotions and Touch of Class  

 

SUPPORT t he establishments  that support US !!  
 

Peanuts Friday Draw Raffle s goi ng great (Full Marks to Mal as o rganiser)  Thanks to Peanuts  owners and the 

girls selling tickets  through the week.  

Thanks to Bob Campbell ( Of Campbell Resort ) for the Monthly Draw Prize of 4day -3 night 

Accommodation \ Package including transport to his resort.  

Wes Prentice  of Dreamland one free night/week.  

THANKS to all who have contributed Prizes to the Raffles :  

International Sports & Gaming Bar,  BIG HITS,  Coyote Ugly,  Lollipop & Treasure Island, KOKOMOS 

(MAC GROUP),  Southern Cross Hotel & Southern Cross Shuttle.  Alaska Bar,  Wild Orchid & Orchid Inn,  

Matrix Braun,  Roadies,  Star Gate,  Bunny B urger.  St ampede/Cherrys,  Eruption Bar.  

 

       

     
 

    

The above establishments mentioned above are all I can fit in, in this newsletter.  There are some that I do not 

have so if you wish to have some free advertising (on a space availability basis) please contact Dallas to 

organise a logo or two.   Ed 

 

ñThe price of liberty is eternal vigilanc eò 


