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WEDNESDAY 18 TH  

 AUGUST 2010  

 

ALL interested persons are invited to attend  

 

1100HRSéé.REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AT CLARK WAR CEMETERY, CLARK 

FREE ECONOMIC ZONE (THE BASE)  

 

                                 ******and afterwards******  

 

FREE LUNC HEON and FREE DRINKS, AUSSIE MATESHIP, RAFFLES and OTHER 

ACTIVITIES at  

                                  PONDEROSA HOTEL RESORT  

(entry by purchase book of raffle tickets at P300)  

 

WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM  

*****     *****     ******     *****     *****  

PRESIDENTS REPORT  July 2010 
 

This month saw the formation of the Australia Day Fiesta 2011 Committee.  More details will follow, but the 

dates have now been set and the program of activities settled in a skeletal form.  We will start with the formal 

Dinner Dance and Beauty Pageant on the 26
th
 January 2011 (Australia Day), followed by the Bell Ring on 

Friday the 28
th
, and the Street Part on Sunday 30

th
 January.  Venues still to be settled. This yearôs T-shirt design 

was discussed, and the format and possible prizes of our Giant Raffle discussed.  If you have a contact or can 

contribute a major prize please do not hesitate to let us know.  A preliminary brochure is presently being settled 

outlining details of the RSL and its welfare and charitable objects which will be handy when requesting support 

                                                             from different organizations.  

 

Our raffles now held on Friday (from 5.30pm) at Emotions and Saturday 

(from 6.00pm) at The International Sports and Gaming Bar are continuing 

to be very successful and providing us the funds required for the purchase 

of medicines, wheel chairs, nebulizers and the like and the provision of the facilities required for our monthly 

Childrenôs Medical Missions.  If you have some time, please come to the raffles to assist.  We are also very 

grateful to the Emotions, Touch of Class, Eruptions, Foxyôs, Dr Holms, Cherries/Stampede, and Body Shop 

Group and Eruptions/ Golden Garter for their continuing contributions to our funds from the separate activities 

they run. 

On July 3
rd

 we held our Childrenôs Medical Mission at Sapang Bato and 1030 children presented for 

examination and received free medicines and vitamins as 

prescribed from the Sub Branch.   

 

 

Our thanks in particular go the 25 volunteer senior 

nursing students from Deakin University in Melbourne 

who attended and who worked in conjunction with 20 

nursing students from Holy Angel University here in 

Angeles City.  It was great to see the inter-action 

between the students giving of their time and dedicated 

nursing skills to children.  We had good support from 

our members and if you are still to attend a mission, 

please make the effort.  It is very fulfilling personally  

Some of the visiting Australian nurses in 

attendance at the medical mission Ÿ 

Visit Website 

http://www.wildacespokersports.com/international.html
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and a good feeling of mateship between the members.  The missions are held on the first Saturday morning each 

month and the next mission is at Mountain View just near the Ponderosa.  More details and a location map will 

appear on our web page. 

More next month. 

 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President 

 

 

WE welcome the following new members: Thomas Hanton (A/C) * James Duckworth (VIC) * Peter Sincocks 

(A/C) * Wilfred Dodd (A/C) * Alexander Burns * NSW * Philip Dwyer (A/C) * Robert Ackers (A/C) * David Birrell 
(A/C) *Robert Phillips (A/C) * Steven Price (SA) * David Wright (UK) * Terence Kilgour (A/C) *  
 

Welcome back to:  Wolf Samandl *  

 
LOCATION CODES:  VIC * SA * = Australia       A/C = Philippines    UK = United Kingdom  
 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 
 

Our Sub Branch membership cards are provided by our Branch HQ in Canberra. They 

have a contractor make and post the cards as required. So there is a cost involved in the 
production of the cards.  

There have been a few members who have lost or damaged their cards and requested 
replacement.  Due to this, Branc h HQ has decided that before a new replacement card is 

issued, the member will be required to pay our Sub Branch Treasurer the sum of 
$AU5.00 in advance before a replacement card is forwarded.  

ŶA typical 

family in 

attendance 

This one 

not too 

sure what 

is going to 

happen Ÿ 
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I think this is a perfectly reasonable proposition which will p robably cut down on the 

number of lost/damaged cards .   Ed  
 

WHATS COMING UP 
Charity Raffles continue at The International (formerly Shanos) every Saturday at 6.00 pm  

AND Friday 6.30pm.Weekly Draw at Emotions Nite Club  

 

Tuesday 3rd August,  

12.30 p.m. Ponde rosa Hotel  

Committee Meeting Followed by Social Tuesday, EMOTIONS & T.O.C.  Dr.Holms  

Tuesday 10th August   

2.00 p.m.  Social Tuesday Ponderosa, Honey Ko's,  Foxy  

Tuesday 17th August  

PONDEROSA CLUB ROOM  

10.00 a.m. FREE Tuition Internet and Computer Skills  

2.00  p.m. Monthly General Meeting  
Followed by Social Tuesday Lollipop, Orchid Inn & Eager Beavers.  

Wednesday 18th August  

Vietnam Veterans Day 

11.00 Service at Clark Cemetery  

Followed by Function at Ponderosa,  

P300 Entry Includes Food Drinks Raffle  

Tuesday 2 4th.  

2.00  Social Tuesday Ponderosa,  

3.00 ERUPTION BAR, Cherry ôs 

Tuesday 31st August  

9.00 Brass Knob Bus Departs for Subic RSL Meeting  

Overni gh t at Blue Rock Resort.  (negotiations continue for a discount)  

Bus leaves 11.00 next morning  

2.00 Ponderosa,  Starga te for those who do not go to  Subic.  

 

DONATION THANKS  

We wish to thank the members of Greenbank (QLD) RSL Sub Branch for their donation of $200 
towards our club-house fund. 
Appreciation is expressed to Bob Barnes who did a personal approach on our behalf and to all 
members of Greenbank RSL Sub Branch.  
 

 
 
 
Minister for Veterans' Affairs Mailing List          VA034  Thursday, 17 June 2010 
  

GRAHAM EDWARDS APPOINTED TO AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL COUNCIL 
 

The Honourable Graham Edwards has been appointed to the Australian War Memorial Council, the 
Minister for Veteransô Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel, Alan Griffin, announced today. 

ñMr Edwards has an enduring interest in veteran and military issues and I am pleased to announce 
his appointment,ò Mr Griffin said.  
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ñHe has had a long and distinguished career in politics and the Australian Public Service, including 
several years with my Department, and Iôm sure the Australian War Memorial Council will benefit from 
his experience.ò 

Mr Edwards served in the regular army for three years (1968 ï 1971) and saw service in Vietnam with 
the 7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment in 1970. He was wounded twice in Vietnam, the second 
time losing his legs to a ójumping jackô anti personnel land mine. 

                                                                                         After discharge from the army and a period of 
rehabilitation Mr Edwards spent ten years with the 
Department of Veteransô Affairs and Department of 
Defence. He was elected as an Honorary 
Councillor with the City of Stirling in 1980 and in 
1983 was elected to the West Australian 
Parliament, where he served for 14 years including 
seven years as a Minister.  

In 1998 Mr Edwards was elected to the House of 
Representatives and he retired in 2007. 

Mr Edwards was recognised by the RSL with the 
Anzac of the Year award in 1991 for service to the 
veteran community and has also been awarded the 
Rotary Paul Harris Fellow and the Lions Melvin 
Jones Fellow.  

Mr Edwards is a member of the Prime Ministerial 
Advisory Council on Ex-Service Matters and the National People with Disabilities and Carer Council. 

Mr Griffin said Mr Edwardsô appointment as a member of the Council for a period of three years 
beginning 3 June 2010 was approved by Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC, Governor-General of 
the Commonwealth of Australia. 

The Australian War Memorial Council is an independent body responsible for the strategic direction of 
the Australian War Memorial.  

NUMBER TWO 

Minister for Veterans' Affairs Mailing List        VA036      Monday, 21 June 2010 
  

MONTEVIDEO MARU TRAGEDY ACKNOWLEDGED IN PARLIAMENT 

Minister for Veteransô Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel Alan Griffin delivered an historic 
statement in Parliament today honouring those lost in the Montevideo Maru tragedy, Australiaôs worst 
maritime disaster. 

ñOn behalf of the Australian Government I would like to express our sincere sorrow for the tragedy of the 
sinking of the Montevideo Maru, where 1,053 Australians lost their lives,ò Mr Griffin said. 

ñI especially acknowledge the suffering of their families and friends.  They endured many long and painful 
years waiting for news of their loved ones and they deserve our sympathy. 

Visit Website 

http://www.margarita-station.com/hotels/fiesta.html
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ñIôm please to announce the Australian Government has pledged $100,000 to assist the Montevideo 
Maru Memorial Committee to build a national memorial in the grounds of the Australian War Memorial.   

ñAustralia will always remember the service and sacrifice of those who perished on the Montevideo Maru,ò 
Mr Griffin said. 

On 22 June 1942, 1,053 Australian 
prisoners of war and civilians who had 
been captured and held by the 
Japanese at Rabaul on the island of 
New Britain (in what is now Papua 
New Guinea) boarded the Montevideo 
Maru.  

Unaware that the vessel was carrying allied prisoners, on 1 July 1942 the United States submarine USS 
Sturgeon fired torpedoes at the Montevideo Maru, sinking the ship and killing all those imprisoned on 
board and most of the crew. 

The Red Cross made inquiries throughout the war, but it was not until October 1945 that a nominal roll of 
those on board was uncovered.   

ñIt was more than three years after the sinking that the families of those lost on the Montevideo Maru 
learnt of the tragedy, confirming their greatest fears,ò Mr Griffin said. 

All those lost on the Montevideo Maru are officially individually commemorated by the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission.  The service personnel are commemorated on the Memorial to the Missing at 
the Rabaul (Bita Paka) War Cemetery, and the civilian dead are commemorated on the Civilian Roll of 
Honour located at Westminster Abbey, London. Collectively those who were lost are also commemorated 
by the Montevideo Maru memorial at Simpson Harbour, Rabaul; by plaques at the Hellships Memorial at 
Subic Bay in the Philippines; and at the National Prisoner Of War memorial in Ballarat, Australia. 

The full Statement on the loss of the Montevideo Maru is available on the DVA media centre. 

NUMBER THREE 

 
NEW VETERAN HEALTH CARDS BEING ROLLED-OUT 

 
The Minister for Veteransô Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel, Alan Griffin, today announced  the 
Department of Veteransô Affairs (DVA) clients would begin receiving their new and improved Repatriation 
Health Cards. 

Around 40,000 new gold, white and orange Repatriation Health Cards will begin 
arriving in the letterboxes of clients this week.   
 
Mr Griffin said to coincide with old Repatriation Health Cards expiring this year, 
new cards had been designed to include a number of new and improved 
features.  
 
ñNew cards will now have a magnetic strip which will contain data including the 
veteranôs full name, file number, card type and expiry date.  Micro-printing and 
the addition of a DVA registered hologram will ensure enhanced security and 
reduce the likelihood of reproduction,ò Mr Griffin said. 

Visit Website 

http://www.dva.gov.au/news_archive/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.thesoutherncrosshotelmanila.com/
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The mail-out is expected to be completed by the end of August 2010. 
 
ñNew cards will work the same way as Medicare or private health fund cards ð just one swipe will enable 
health providers to immediately access the clientôs information and streamline the claims process,ò Mr Griffin 
said.  
 
Mr Griffin said for the first time, all clients living overseas will be issued with a Repatriation Health Card.  
 
ñDistributing cards to clients residing overseas will remove the need for them to contact the Department to 
obtain a óletter of authorityô when seeking medical treatment within Australia,ò he said. 

 
Mr Griffin said health providers will accept both the old and 
new cards during the transition process. 
 
ñThese new cards will ensure veterans receive a more 
efficient service when visiting their local health provider,ò 
Mr Griffin said. 
 
For more information on DVA Repatriation Health Cards 
visit the DVA treatment cards website  
 
To download images of the new cards visit the DVA Media Centre.  
 

NUMBER FOUR 
 

60th ANNIVERSARY OF KOREAN WAR REMEMBERED  
 

The Minister for Veteransô Affairs and Defence Personnel, Alan Griffin today urged Australians to 
remember the service and sacrifice of Korean War veterans this year, 60 years since the start of the 
Korean War. 
 
ñAs our Australian soldiers embarked on their journey to Korea, joining the United Nations Force for 
the first time, they enhanced Australiaôs reputation as a nation that will step up and come to the aid of 
other nations,ò Mr Griffin said. 

 
ñIn the course of the Korean campaign, 25 June 1950 
to 27 July 1953, more than 17,000 Australians served 
in the Korean War with over 1200 casualties. There 
were 340 soldiers who lost their lives including 44 
soldiers missing in action. Nearly 4 million Koreans 
and Chinese, of whom more than half were Korean 
civilians, lost their lives.  
 
ñOur Australian forces displayed great courage and 
determination throughout the bitter conflict.  In 

particular they successfully fought off Chinese attacks at the Battle of Kapyong in April 1951 earning 
a US Presidential Unit Citation for their heroism. Our soldiers distinguished themselves again at the 
Battle of Maryang San in October 1951 which has been described as probably the greatest single feat 
of the Australian Army during the Korean War.   
 

Visit Website 

http://www.dva.gov.au/BENEFITSANDSERVICES/HEALTH/HEALTH_CARDS/Pages/changes_march_2010.aspx
http://www.dva.gov.au/news_archive/Pages/photo%20gallery.aspx
http://www.thesoutherncrosshotelmanila.com/shuttle_bus.html
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ñIt is important that we pay tribute to all those who lost their lives in the Korean War and those 
Australian servicemen and women who served. We are proud of their efforts in helping to ensure the 
freedom of the South Korean people and we will continue to honour their memory. 
 
ñMy Department has established a Korean War Advisory Group, to identify activities to appropriately 
commemorate this important anniversary, Mr Griffin said. 
 
ñActing on the Advisory Groupôs recommendations, the Government is planning a commemorative 
ceremony at the Australian National Korean War Memorial in Canberra on 23 October 2010, as well 
as assisting with 60th anniversary ceremonies in each state.  
 
ñThe book Out in the Cold: Australiaôs involvement in the Korean War will be specially republished for 
the anniversary and my Department will establish a Korean War website honouring the service of 
Korean veterans,ò he said. 

 
Further state ceremonies will be held throughout July in the lead-up to the National Commemorative 
Ceremony on 23 October 2010 at the Australian National Korean War Memorial, Canberra.  
 

NUMBER FIVE 
 

HOW SHOULD AUSTRALIA MARK THE ANZAC CENTENARY? 

 
Australians are being called on to share their ideas on how the Anzac Centenary is commemorated in 
the lead-up to 2015, the Minister for Veteransô Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel, Alan 
Griffin, said today. 
 
Mr Griffin said between 2014 and 2018 marks 100 years since the First World War.  
 

ñThe Anzac Centenary provides an 
opportunity to remember those who have 
fought and served in all the wars of the last 
hundred years, and those who stayed 
behind,ò he said.  

 
ñOn Anzac Day the Australian Government announced a National Commission on the 
Commemoration of the Anzac Centenary involving former Prime Ministers the Right Honourable 
Malcolm Fraser PC, AC, CH and the Honourable Bob Hawke AC, and the National President of the 
RSL Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO (Retd). 
 
ñThe role of the National Commission is to listen to the Australian community about how we as a 
nation should honour and remember 100 years of service. 
 
ñAll Australians ï every school, community and ex-service organisation ï are asked to think about 
how we, as a nation, should commemorate the Anzac Centenary and put ideas and suggestions 
forward to the National Commission,ò Mr Griffin said. 
 
Addressing the first meeting of the National Commission in Sydney today Mr Griffin welcomed three 
new members of the Commission; editorial cartoonist and journalist Warren Brown, former ADF 
serving member and peacekeeper Major Matina Jewell (Retd) and veterans advocate and nurse Kylie 
Russell. 
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The Commission ï these six Australians ï have a vital role to play in seeking Australiaôs ideas on how 
to mark this historic milestone and will report to government on the way forward by early next year. 
 
ñAlthough there are no living links to the First World War ï the legacy has continued through to the 
men and women who have served in the Australian forces since.  During the Anzac Centenary we will 
honour this legacy,ò he said. 
 
For more information about how to make a submission visit  www.anzaccentenary.gov.au. 
Submissions close on 17 September 2010. 
 
  

Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk  

 
The Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk is a project to build in Seymour Victoria an area of reflection and 
commemoration for Vietnam Veterans and their families. It will have over 300 metres of walls with the names of all 
personnel who served in Vietnam between 1962 and 1975.  
 
The storƛŜǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ά[ǳǎŎƻƳōŜ .ƻǿƭέ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƴƻǿ ŀƴ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 
The Walk will have imitation Rubber Trees and Rice Paddies and military artefacts, we already have a Centurion Tank 
and are working on obtaining an aммо !t/Σ aн!н IƻǿƛǘȊŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ άIǳŜȅέΦ  
 
We have started on Luscombe Bowl and hope to have it completed by Vietnam Veterans Day 2010.  
 
Please visit the website and if you can help by way of donations please do so. The first tranche of paver sponsorships has 
closed and we have enough for the forecourt of Luscombe Bowl, but the second tranche is available for the East and 
West sides of the Bowl.  
 
For more information go to:   http://www.vvaavic.org.au/mitchell.asp 
 
For information contact;  
Ross Gregson  
Ph 03 5792 3227  
vvaamitchell@westnet.com.au 
PO Box 764, Seymour, Victoria. 3661 
 
 

 
 

Our Sub Branch has members from the four corners of the globe, possibly the most 
international Sub Branch within the Returned & Services League. Therefore I have decided to 
do a series on the commemorative memorials within Australia, from the largest to the lone 
soldier memorial in small country ǘƻǿƴǎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŜ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 
with our largest and best known memorial, The Australian War Memorial in our capital city 
Canberra.  
None of these memorials glorify war, but reflect back onto those brave Australians who made 
the supreme sacrifice in service of Australia. I now present to you: 

http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/
http://www.vvaavic.org.au/mitchell.asp
mailto:vvaamitchell@westnet.com.au
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Australian War Memorial 

The Australian War Memorial  is Australia's national memorial to the members of all its armed forces and 

supporting organisations who have died or participated in the wars of the Commonwealth of Australia. The 

memorial includes an extensive national military museum. The Australian War Memorial was opened in 1941, 

and is widely regarded as one of the most significant memorials 

of its type in the world. 

ŶŶThe entrance to the Australian War Memorial from 

ANZAC Parade 

The Memorial is located in Australia's capital, Canberra. It is the 

northern terminus of the city's ceremonial land axis, which 

stretches from Parliament House on Capital Hill along a line 

passing through the summit of the cone-shaped Mount Ainslie 

to the northeast. No continuous roadway links the two points, 

but there is a clear line of sight from the front balcony of 

Parliament House to the War Memorial, and from the front steps 

of the War Memorial back to Parliament House. 

The Australian War Memorial consists of three parts - the Commemorative Area (shrine) including the Hall of 

Memory with the Tomb of the Unknown Australian Soldier, the Memorial's galleries (museum) and Research 

Centre (records). The Memorial also has an outdoor Sculpture 

Garden. The Memorial is currently open daily from 10am until 

5pm, except on Christmas Day.  

                                                                                              

Memorial CourtyardŸŸ 

Many people include Anzac Parade as part of the Australian 

War Memorial because of the Parade's physical design leading 

up to the War Memorial, but it is maintained separately by the 

National Capital Authority (NCA).
[1]

 

The Memorial proper is sited on a broad pie slice-shaped 

lawn at the northern end of Anzac Parade. The commemorative area is situated in the open centre of the 

memorial building, (including the cloisters to each side and the Hall of Memory under the building's central 

dome) and the sculpture garden is on the lawn to the west. 

ŶŶ The heart of the commemorative area is the Hall of 

Memory, a tall domed chapel with a small floor plan in the form 

of an octagon. The walls are lined with tiny mosaic tiles from 

the floor to the dome. Inside lies the Tomb of the Unknown 

Australian Soldier and other monuments. 

Three of the walls, facing east, west, and south, feature stained 

glass designs representing qualities of Australian servicemen 

and women. At the four walls facing northeast, northwest, 

southeast, and southwest are mosaic images of a Sailor, a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_memorial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Defence_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canberra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_House,_Canberra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_Hill,_Australian_Capital_Territory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Ainslie_(Australian_Capital_Territory)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_War_Memorial#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floor_plan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomb_of_the_Unknown_Soldier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomb_of_the_Unknown_Soldier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained_glass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained_glass
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Servicewoman, a Soldier and an Airman, respectively. 

The mosaic and stained glass were the work of the one-armed Australian muralist Napier Waller, who had lost 

his right arm at Bullecourt during World War I and learned to write and create his works with his left arm. He 

completed his work in 1958. 

In front of the Hall of Memory is a narrow courtyard with aŸ 

memorial pool surrounding an eternal flame and flanked by 

sidewalks and shrubbery, including plantings of rosemary for 

remembrance. Above the courtyard to either side are long 

cloisters containing the Roll of Honour, a series of bronze 

plaques naming the 102,000 Australian servicemen and women 

killed in conflict. The plaques include names dating back to the 

British Sudanese Expedition, the Second Boer War, and the 

Boxer Rebellion. The entire long wall of the western gallery is 

covered with the names of the thousands who died in World 

War I. The eastern gallery is covered with the names of those who died in World War II and more recent 

conflicts. 

The roll shows the names only, not rank or other awards, as "all men are equal in death". Visiting relatives and 

friends insert poppies in the cracks between the bronze plaques, beside the names of their loved ones that they 

wish to honour; many continue to be inserted by the names of those who died in World War I, and a few even 

appear by the names of those who died in the 19th-century 

campaigns. 

A small exhibit in the museum indicates that the famous Breaker 

Morant of the Boer War does not appear in the Roll of Honour, not 

because he was dishonoured, but rather because he was not 

actually a member of the Australian armed forces.When the 

Memorial closes each day, there is a ceremony at which visitors 

can gather at the entrance, hear a very brief explanation from a 

host, and listen as a recording of the "Last Post" is played. On 

significant days, a piper or a bugler descends from the gallery, 

playing the Last Post. 

ŶKangaroos standing before naval gun turret. The domed 

structure in the background is the Hall of Memory 

The commemorative area is the main place in Canberra where Anzac Day and Remembrance Day services are 

held. These services are normally attended by Federal parliament representatives and officials from foreign 

embassies and Commonwealth high commissions, most notably those from New Zealand. 

 

       

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napier_Waller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Boer_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer_Rebellion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poppy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breaker_Morant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breaker_Morant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Post
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagpipes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bugle_(instrument)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kangaroo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzac_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
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In our May newsletter, I did an 

article, a brief reminder is belowŹ 

 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ 
KIAΩs on their National Memorial. 

   
This memorial will list the names of the Australian and New 
Zealand members of the First Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment Group (1 RAR Group) who were killed while serving 
in South Vietnam and were attached to the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, US Army during 1965-66.  
   
The memorial will be dedicated on the 1st June 2010 at Fort 
Benning, Columbus, Georgia, USA.  
   
This will be the only memorial on American soil to list 
Australian and New Zealanders, and it is believed to be the 
only such memorial in the world.  
 

Shown left is the portion of the memorial 
dedicated to the Aussie and NZ diggers who 
served longside the 173 Airborne Bde and were 
KIA.     Ed 

*****    *****     *****    *** **  

VC CORNER     Albert Chowne VC 

NX24405 Lieutenant Albert CHOWNE MM 

2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion, AIF  

25th March, 1945, near Dagua, New Guinea 

For most conspicuous bravery, brilliant leadership and devotion to duty during an 

attack on an enemy position on a narrow ridge near Dagua, New Guinea, on 25th 

March, 1945. After the capture of Dagua, the main enemy force withdrew 

southwards from the beach to previously prepared positions on the flank of the 

Division. Further movement towards Wewak was impossible while this threat to the 

flank existed and the Battalion was ordered to destroy the enemy force.  

"A" Company, after making contact with the enemy on a narrow ridge, was ordered 

to attack the position. The leading Platoon in the attack came under hea vy fire 

from concealed enemy machine-guns sited on a small rise dominating the 

approach. In the initial approach one member of this Platoon was killed and nine 

wounded, including the Platoon Commander, and the enemy continued to inflict 

casualties on our troops. Without awaiting orders, Lieutenant Chowne, whose 

Platoon was in reserve, instantly appreciated the plight of the leading Platoon and 
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rushed the enemy's position. Running up a steep, narrow track, he hurled grenades which knocked out two enemy Light  Machine-

Guns. Then, calling on his men to follow him, and firing his sub -machine gun from the hip, he charged the enemy's position. Although 

he sustained two serious wounds in the chest, the impetus of his charge carried him 50 yards forward under the mos t intense machine-

gun and rifle fire. Lieutenant Chowne accounted for two more Japanese before he was killed standing over three foxholes occupied by 

the enemy. 

The superb heroism and self-sacrifice of this officer culminating in his death, resulted in the  capture of this strongly -held enemy 

position, ensured the further immediate success of his Company in this area and paved the way directly for the continuance of  the 

Division's advance to Wewak. 

[London Gazette: 6th September, 1945]   

Albert CHOWNE was bor n in Sydney, 19th July, 1920. He is buried at the Lae War Cemetery, New Guinea. 

*****    *****    *****    *****  
A SMALL TRAVELOGUE    (By member, Larry Smith) 

       I recently had the occasion to reduce some flight loyalty kilometres or start losing them. They had been 

acquired over a few years flying with Singapore Airlines.  So I decided to get a free trip (exclusive of airport, 

departure and other taxes) and take the trip with SILKAIR, a subsidiary of Singapore Airlines and fly Davao 

City Mindanao to Singapore. 

       Singapore to me is an easy place to visit, I regularly stay at the same hotel and travel around using their 

electric train system, called the MRT and taxiôs which are plentiful. I also catch up on my walking exercises by 

óhoofingô it where-ever I can. 

       I have been to Malaysia many times but one place that was reasonably close to Singapore I had never 

visited. That place is Malacca (spelt Melaka in Malay) which is just 250km north of Singapore. 

       Malacca has some Australian military significance as it was there that many Australian Servicemen served 

in the late 1950ôs to 1960ô as part of the 28th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade (28 Comwel Inf Bde). They 

were there during many skirmishes with the dreaded ócommieô infiltrators and also as security when Malaya 

became the Federated States of Malaysia and the separation with Singapore. 

       That action caused sabre rattling by the then President Sukarno of Indonesia, who opposed the reforming of 

Malaya and sent troops to its borders with the Malaysian States of Sabah and Sarawak, in Malaysian Borneo.  

28 Comwel Inf Bde responded accordingly and committed troops to Borneo. 

       As a young Infantry soldier in the mid 1960ôs I heard a lot of stories from the older soldiers who had served 

in Malaysia and other parts of Malaysia and Borneo, so Terendak camp, outside Malacca has always been an 

interest to me. I never was lucky enough to get a posting there so I just had to make do with the stories Iôd 

heard. 

       So I decided to head from Singapore to Malacca for a look around. A small bit of research showed that one 

of our Victoria Cross winners from Vietnam, Major Peter Badcoe VC was buried in the Terendak cemetery. I 

knew also that Terendak is still an active military base for the Malaysian Army, so if I wanted to visit there, 

maybe I needed prior approval.  More on that in a minute. 

       I travelled by coach from Singapore, with a stop-off at the Singaporean Immigration checkpoint and 

another one less than a kilometre away as I entered Malaysia, then it was onto a freeway and the trip to Malacca 

got underway. 

I had pre-booked my bus ticket and accommodation in Malacca and paid for both by internet, so I was just a 

matter of withdrawing some Malaysian Ringgits (RM) cash from an ATM and I was ready to tour. 

       Malacca was originally a Dutch colony and was in the centre of the óSpice Tradeô which in the 1500ôs-

16ooôs and later was óreal currencyô. The Dutch were always warding off marauding corsairs and also the 

Portuguese as they protected their rich little colony. The Dutch influence is still very much in evidence today. 

       My accommodation was central to all things touristy and in the centre of China Town. It is typically 

Chinese with their building style and narrow streets with deep storm water drains either side of the road. 

Malacca is a gastronomes delight, with its Malay, Chinese, Indian and western cuisine. Plenty of alcohol 

available for those like me, who enjoy a beer or three. 
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       I highly recommend any of our readers who have never been to Malacca to give it a try. Air travel is very 

cheap and reliable. Many of our Philippine based members would have heard of Air Asia, a local budget airline 

based in Kuala Lumpur (KL). I have flown with them previously internally within Malaysia and I found them 

very good. They have daily flights from Clark Airfield in Pampanga direct to Kuala Lumpur, and depending on 

certain days, can get a return ticket for about 9,000 inclusive of taxes (except the Phil departure tax, payable at 

Clark). 

       Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) is some 70 km south of KL and that is about halfway between 

KL and Malacca, so a short bus trip and you are there. 

       I spoke to many foreigners while in Malacca, French, Dutch, Americans, Australians and Singaporeans and 

all agreed that it was a great place. It is also very clean. 

       If you wish to visit the Terendak camp you will need to do the following: 
a. Apply to the Australian Defence Attache` in KL 45 days in advance of your visit date. 

b. Provide a 2 x 2 colour picture. 

c. Advise date of arrival, how you will be arriving and precisely when you are arriving, and if accompanied. 

By the time I have squared away my flights and other itinerary details I was way past the 45 days requirement. 

OK, some day I will make it. Even Mrs Badcoe, the VC winnerôs widow has to follow these procedures. See 

also www.dva.gov.au which will give you the right info. 

       If you are Australia based, Air Asia depart from Coolangatta (Gold Coast) Melbourne and Perth. Plan early 

enough and an online booking should see you manage to get a return trip to KL for around $A400.00. ñHow 

cheap is thatò??. Not only that, Air Asia also fly from KL to London (Stanstead Airport) for $A1145.00.  A bit 

of early research will no doubt get a better deal than above. 

       There is plenty of tourist accommodation from the top of the range international type hotels to the more 

boutique hotels and of course backpackers. I stayed at the óBABA HOUSEô 

(http://www.malacca.ws/babahouse/). 

             
             Baba House front entrance                                                                        Court Yard 

  

 

I was very impressed with this hotel and it was only about $A50 per night. 

Across the street was the Puri Hotel (http://www.hotelpuri.com/ ) in the 

same league at the Baba House. Highly recommend either one. No need to 

go to the big places, both these has around 50 rooms and can fit your 

requirements. 

 

ŶFront entrance to Hotel Puri 

 

Both hotels are on Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock in Malacca, surrounded by 

restaurants, antique shops, art galleries, souvenir shops, within walking 

distance from major shopping centres, a Malacca river cruise to name a few 

attractions. Arrival by bus will find you arriving and leaving at the Melaka 

Sentral, which is the main bus/coach terminal plus shopping centre. 

Happy Travels           Larry 

http://www.dva.gov.au/
http://www.malacca.ws/babahouse/
http://www.hotelpuri.com/
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aƻǎǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨOut the back oΩ .ǳǊƪŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨBeyond the Black Stump, however our 
international members would not. Both Australian sayings explain that somewhere is a long way away. The cartoon 
Ψ.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǘǳƳǇΣ ōȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴƛǎǘ Sean Leahy ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ψŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΩ 
proclamation.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
www.beyondtheblackstump.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          THE MONTHLY JOKE  

 
The Salvation Army realized that it had never received a donation from the 
city's most successful lawyer. So a Salvation Army volunteer paid the lawyer 

a visit in his lavish office.  
 
The volunteer opene d the meeting by saying, "Our research shows that even 
though your annual income is over two million dollars , you don't give a 
penny to charity. Wouldn't you like to give something back to your 
community through the Salvation Army?"  

 

The lawyer thinks for  a minute and says, "First, did your research also show 
you that my mother is dying after a long, painful illness and she has huge 
medical bills that are far beyond her ability to pay?"  
 
Embarrassed, the Salvation Army rep mumbles, "Uh... no, I didn't kno w 
that."  

 
"Secondly," says the lawyer, "did it show that my brother, a disabled war 

hero, is blind and confined to a wheelchair and is unable to support his wife and six children?"  
 
The stricken Salvation Army rep begins to stammer an apology, but is cut  off again.  
 

"Thirdly, did your research also show you that my sister's husband died in a dreadful car accident, leaving her 

penniless with a mortgage and three children, one of whom is disabled and another that has learning disabilities 
requiring an arra y of private tutors?"  
 
The humiliated Salvation Army rep, completely beaten, says, "I'm so sorry, I had no idea."  
 
And the lawyer says, "So . . . if I didn't give any money to them, what on earth makes you think I'd give any to you?"   
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There is an old Ho tel/Pub in Marble 

Arch, London ...  ....which used to 
have gallows adjacent. Prisoners 
were taken to the gallows  (after a 
fair trial of course) to be hung.   

The horse drawn dray, carting the 
prisoner was accompanied by an 
armed guard,  who would stop the 
dra y outside the pub and ask the 

prisoner if he would like ''ONE LAST 
DRINK''.   

If he said YES 
it was referred 
to as ñONE FOR 

THE ROADò If he declined, that prisoner was ñON THE 
WAGONò  

 

So there you go...!!!   

 

More bleeding history...   

They used to use uri ne to tan animal skins, so 
families used to all pee  in a pot & then once a day it 

was taken & sold to the tannery.    If you had to do this to survive you were 
"Piss Poor".    

 
  But worse than that were the really poor folk who 

couldnôt even afford to buy a pot they   

"Didnôt have a pot to Piss in" & were the lowest of the low.  

 

    

And that's the truth...Now, whoever said History was 
boring ! !  

  

 

Not a politicians name anywhere 
 

Usually, in many states in Australia, any significant infrastructure is normally named after a politician, 
past or present, at the opening ceremony. The state of Queensland has been very good at the practice. 
 
So it was a refreshing thing to find that a new bridge north of Brisbane does not have a politicians 
name attached to it. The bridge is 2.7 km long and complements another bridge alongside, that spans 
across Bramble Bay from Sandgate to the Redcliffe Peninsular. 


